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June 13, 2005 
 

The Honorable Phil Noble 
Deputy Mayor, City of Bellevue 
11511 Main St.  
P.O. Box 90012 
Bellevue, WA  98009-9012 
 
Dear Deputy Mayor Noble: 
 
As you have probably heard, our region has been given an opportunity of a lifetime with the 
chance to transform into public use the 47-mile Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail 
corridor from Snohomish to Renton.  After more than a century of use for trains, this corridor 
offers wide-ranging possibilities for use by the people of this region including more trails for 
biking and walking, new public rail transportation, and other alternative modes of 
transportation.   
 
The only way to preserve public choice is through public ownership.  BNSF is planning to sell 
the corridor and has been looking for a buyer for some time.  King County has signed an 
agreement with BNSF for exclusive rights to negotiate possible purchase of this land. 
 
No final decision on the use of the corridor has been made.  However, we strongly believe it is 
good public policy to preserve the entire corridor for public use.  You and your constituents 
will help decide its final use as part of a full, thorough public process.   
 
The REET #1 funds being used as earnest money to open negotiations do not commit the 
county to a final decision on the corridor’s use.  Additionally, these REET #1 funds are excess 
revenues beyond what was projected or budgeted for in the 2005 adopted budget.  No projects 
have been cut or deferred to fund this acquisition.  We must use this extra one time money to 
secure a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 
 
On Tuesday, May 31, 2005, I transmitted to the Metropolitan King County Council an 
ordinance authorizing the BNSF Rail Line acquisition project and appropriating $3.8 million to 
the project.   
 
I am aware of the Puget Sound Regional Council’s (PSRC) interest and investment in the 
corridor.  I can reassure you that our negotiations will not compete with PSRC’s study of the 
corridor.   



 


