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BELLEVUE  HIGH  SCHOOL  ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Waste Reduction and Recycling:
Earthbound, the school's environmental club, developed and presented a skit to faculty about recycling, double-sided copying and energy conservation.  (See below under "litter reduction" for another recycling strategy.) 

· Water Conservation:
Through an assessment of the school's water use, the Green Schools Program identified a 50 percent increase in water use from 2001 to 2002.  Usage volumes rose over a one-year period from averages of 20 to 30 CCF (hundred cubic feet) per month to averages of 50 to 60 CCF per month, with one month topping 100 CCF.  With assistance from the school custodian, a defect was discovered in an outdoor decorative water fountain.  Repairs are planned for this summer.   

· Energy Conservation:
Earthbound students analyzed weather stripping and caulking throughout the school.  Thirty-five or two-thirds of the school's doors which have one side exposed to the elements were examined.  Over 168 feet of door perimeters with improper weather stripping were identified.  Using a series of calculations, this was estimated to result in 1,350 kilowats lost per year.

· Litter Reduction:

A new school policy prohibiting students from eating outside of the cafeteria reduced litter. Additionally, King County helped to secure a grant from the National Association for PET Container Resources (NAPCOR) to purchase plastic bottle recycling containers.  (PET stands for polyethylene terephthalate plastic, the type of plastic used to make soft drink bottles.)  At the beginning of the next school year, the containers will be set up throughout the school to control plastic bottle litter, reduce the school's garbage volume, and increase plastic bottle recycling.  Once implemented, this effort could capture as much as 3,700 plastic bottles from the school's 11 vending machines.
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