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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 29, 2005

CONTACT: 
Jerry Nissley, Bellevue Parks & Community Services, 425-452-2929,



Colleen O’Grady, Public Information Officer, 425-452-4100

NEWCASTLE BEACH PARK SWIMMING AREA CLOSED

In the interest of safety to swimmers, the City of Bellevue has closed Newcastle Beach Park swimming area effective immediately, due to high bacteria levels in the water.  Although the beach is closed to swimming, the park is still open for picnicking and playground use.  The closure of the swimming area comes at the direction of Public Health – Seattle & King County.  The swimming area will be reopened when testing indicates that bacteria counts are at a safe level.  Newcastle Beach Park is located at 4400 Lake Washington Blvd. SE.  

Signs at Newcastle Beach Park will alert visitors to the closure of the swimming area.  When the swimming area is reopened, the warning signs will be removed.  
King County Water and Land Resources, in cooperation with local jurisdictions, routinely tests and monitors water quality at beaches on Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish to ensure that they are safe for swimmers.  For technical information regarding bacteria levels, please call Public Health – Seattle & King County, 206-296-4767, or visit their website at dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/waterres/swimbeach

 
The other five Bellevue beach parks have been tested, are safe and open to swimming. Lifeguards are on duty from 12:00 Noon to 7:00 PM daily:

· Meydenbauer Beach Park, 419 – 98th Ave NE

· Enatai Beach Park, 3519 108th Ave SE.

· Chesterfield Beach Park, 2501 100th Ave SE

· Chism Beach Park, 1175 96th Ave SE

· Clyde Beach Park, 2 - 92nd Ave NE
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Parks & Community Services administrative offices are located at 11511 Main Street, Bellevue, WA  98004

